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SACRAMENTO NORTHERN birney car #62 was acquired in the Spring of 
1948 by the Bay Area Electric Railroad Association when the SN 


}abandoned its last passenger service. It was originally number 
301 of the San Diego Electric Railway from whom the SN purchased 
it when the SDE gave up birney operations, It has been operated 
On railfan trips in both Oakland and Sanfrancisco. It is stored 
at the Oakland Terminal yard in Emeryville. 
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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


Railfans are already enjoying the fruits of their efforts in 
saving old railway equipment for without the efforts of the fore- 
sighted fans who secured the Salt Lake & Utah observation and the 
SN interurban 1005 when they were available the recent fan trips 
over the Sacramento Northern would have been more difficult if not 
impossible, The next steam trip will use the R&LIIS coach #6 
which has made trips on the Sierra more possible. 

To these projects we plan to devote several issues of The 
Western Railroader. This is the first--The electric cars. Later 
we plan to illustrate the steam engines and other equipre nt, 


ANNOUNCING An 


EXCURSION 


SEPTEMBER 28 The Pacific Coast Chapter R&LIIS will operate a train 
of old-time-equipment consisting of Sierra Railroad 
engine #3, with coaches 3, 5 and 6 from Oakdale to Toulumne with 
picture stops énroute, The train will be limited to 100 persons 
and most of the space has been spoken for. It is expected that 
no general-announcement will be mailed. tf you plan to attend, 
don't wait, but mail-your reservations ($6.50 per person) to 
Ed Turner, Treasurer, 1739 Berkeley Way, Berkeley 3, California. 


OCTOBER 19 The California Nevada Railroad Historical Society will 
operate a trip from the Bay Area via the Sania Fe Rail- 
yi road and Sierra Railroad to Toulumne. The Santa Fe has 
rere §6promised steam power and the Sierra plans to use its new 
mallet for part of the trip. Santa Fe coaches will be 
A used for the comfortable ride all the way without change. 
A public announcement will be mailed or contact Don 
Hedgpeth, 1201 29th Avenue, San Francisco, California, 


ALSO PLANNED are two trips by the Bay Area Electric Railroad Ass- 
ociation that are still in the undecided state. A trip over the 
Sacramento Northern between Oakland and Vacaville is being con- 
sidered for September 20th or 21st (depending on whether the SN 
ferry is scheduled for Sunday operation.) Bay Area has also con- 
tacted the Petaluma & Santa Rosa R.R. regarding a trip over its 
lines, but have been told “diesel only", 


AS WE GO TO PRESS we are advised that the Bay Area's 53 and 751 
have been or soon will be moved to the W.R. shops in Sacramento 
due to the threat of damage at the Chico Shops. 
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SHIPYARD RAILWAY rapid transit cars 844-889 in the collection of 
the Pacific Coast Chapter, Railway & Locomotive Historical Society 
were originally New York City elevated cars that came west during 
‘World War II for service on the Maritime Commission's Richmond 
(Calif.) Shipyard Railway operated by the Key System. The cars 
have seen service on two railfan trips over the Key System and 
have been restored with new paint jobs and mechanical work, 

They are now stored in the yards of the Oakland Terminal Rail in 
Emeryville, 





I SACRAMENTO NORTHERN interurban 1005 is the latest addition to the 
Bay Area Electric Railroad Association roster, It was acquired 
{rom the Key System which had purchased it from the State Toll 
Sridge Authority which in turn had been given title by the SN for 
/€quipping the SN cars with bridge control equipment. It has been 
/festored to its SN colors and appearance by a lot of work on the 

) Part of Bay Area members and has seen service on railfan trips 





over both the Key System and Sacramento Northern, It-is present- 
ly stored at the Oakland Terminal yards in Emeryville, 
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MARKET STREET RAILWAY California type street car #0601 now owned 
by the Pacific Coast Chapter, Railway & Locomotive Historical Soc- 
iety, will be restored to its appearance as a passenger car after 
being used as a work car by both the Market Street Railway and 
Municipal Railway for over forty years, 





KEY SYSTEM street car #987 is part of the Bay Area Electric Rail- 
road Association collection, It was donated to Bay Area at the 
end of street railway service on condition it be moved off the 
Key System. It went to Portland, Oregon and is on loan to the 
Portland Transit for use on the Oregon City interurban lines. It 
is now numbered 1011 on the PT and is in regular daily service. 
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NAPA VALLEY ELECTRIC interurban trailer #53 in the collection of 
the Bay Area Electric Railroad Association currently stored at the 
former Chico Shops of the Sacramento Northern, It was built by 
the Niles Car and Manufacturing Company in 1907 and is very simi- 
lar to the-Niles cars of the Sacramento Northern. It was in very 
poor shape, but has been restored by a good deal of hard work. 
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Sa tee DORE ee ee Con Tee 
SALT LAKE & UTAH observation trailer #751 in the collection of the 
Bay Area Electric Railroad Association currently stored at the 
former Chico Shops of the Sacramento Northern, It is a steel car 
built by the Niles Car and Manufacturing Company in 1915. It has 
seen service on a number of railfan trips over the Sacramento 


Northern, 
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SAN DIEGO ELECTRIC street car #1043 is part of the Bay Area Elect- 


ric Railroad Association—collection though 


owned by Eldon W. Lucy. 


It was originally car 436 of the Third Avenue Railway (New York) 
and was acquired by San Diego during World War II. It is stored 
at the Oakiand Terminal yards in Emeryville, 


SASKATOON MUNI street car #12 was another 
Eldon Lucy, but is considered part of the 
road Association collection, It made one 
SN and CCT linees in Sacramento last year 





personal purchase by 
Bay Area Electric Rail- 
railfan trip over the 
and is currently stored 


at the former Chico Shops of the Sacramento Northern, 
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KEY SYSTEM street car 271 was the first motor car acquired by the 
Bay Area Electric Railroad Association. It was built in 1901 by 
the St Louis Car Company for the Lehigh Valley Transit and purch- 
ased by the Key Rout in 1904. At various times the car has been 
equipped with a pantagraph,. It has seen service on a number of 
railfan trips over the Key System. 





MARKET STREET RAILWAY street car #974 was acquired from the San 
Francisco Municipal Railway in 1949 by the Bay Area Electric Rail- 
road Association, It was one of the last cars purchased new by 
the Market-Street Railway and was one of the high-speed cars used 
on the #31, Balboa line, It was moved across the bay on a truck 
and is now stored at the Oakland Terminal yard in Emeryville. 
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Monorail Cost 
52 Million Plus 


He Says Experience 
Backs Underground 


By Joseph B. Sheridan 

Without making a specific 
recommendation, Transit Consult- 
ant Marmion D. Mills indicated 
today in his Rapid Transit report 
to the city’s Public Utilities Com- 
mission that he favors a cos >ina- 
tion subway-elevated railway sys 
tem for San Francisco. 

In the volumninous “report of 
possibilities.’’ Mills cited compari- 
tive costs of three types of rapid 
transit—subway, elevated and 
monorail 

The subway figure he set at 
$49,525,000; the monorail at $52,- 
700,000 and the elevated at $18,- 
525,000. 

In his concluding comments, 
Mills stated: The comparative cost 
of construction between subway 
and monorail is so close as to 
rule the experimental monorail out 
in favor of the proven subway. 
The great difference in cost be- 
tween subway and elevated, how- 
ever, must be given serious con- 
sideration as both are thoroughly 
proven transit methods. It is quite 
possible that a logical choice might 
be a combination line—part sub- 
way and part elevated. 

As to the Subway 

Pointing out the advantages of 
a subway, Mills said a subway 
offers the best method of rapid 
transit through a large city, 
particularly through a business 
district, as it does not require any 
street space and does not present 


any obstruction above ground. 

“Maintenance of rapid transit 
through a subway,” he declared, 
“will probably cost less than any 
type of rapid transit above the 
surface.” 

Chief disadvantages, he said, 
lie in the difficulty of tying into 
the Bay Bridge approaches and in 
the heavy cost of construction. 

The proposed elevated offers 
possibilities for a direct connec- 
tion with existing Bay Bridge 
trains, the report stated. This, it 
said, could be a great advantage 
either for looping the Key trains 
through the Financial District or 
for direct service from any point 


of the San Francisco “El!” system | 


to East Bay points 

Existing elevated systems in 
Eastern cities are no example of 
what could be constructed now, 
the report emphasized 

“They are but relics of the 
past,”’ in Mills’ opinion 

He added that new attractively 
designed cars can be operated 
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Eastern cities. 


quietly in contrast to the “noisy 
monstrosities” now in service 
elsewhere. 

The report was illustrated with 
an elevated structure and stream- 
lined cars designed by G. D. Burr 
and J. M. Wood and their as- 
sociates of the PUC’s Engineering 
Bureau. 

Citing that Los Angeles is in 
the process of financing, con- 
structing and operating a sus- 
pended monorail system in the 
San Fernando Valley area, the 
report doubted that such a sys- 
tem would be economically practi- 
cal. 

It pointed out that only one such 
service is actually in existence— 
that in Wuppertal, Germany, since 
1899—and such service is there- 
fore still in the experimental 
stage. 

One of the chief disadvantages, 
according to Mills, would be that 
the monorail, incorporating many 
new design features, would “un- 
doubtedly develop many ‘bugs’ 
that could not be foreseen in the de- 
sign and the correction of which 
could add considerably to the cost 
of installation.” 

Back to 1905 

Mills referred to earlier rapid 
transit plans for San Francisco, 
even citing the first one in 1905 
that recommended subways and 
a suburban electric railway. 

On this he commented, “For 
various reasons nothing in the 
way of accomplishment has re- 
sulted from any of these reports.” 





Report 


MARKET-ST OF THE FUTURE?—This would be the scene on 
San Francisco’s main stem if the city decides to roll its streamline 
trolley cars on elevated tracks, Marmion Mills, transit consultant, 
says it’s one of three methods by which the Municipal Railway 
could actually offer rapid transit service, the other two being a 
choice of monorail or subway. He makes no recommendation; 
merely presents his analysis. An elevated system would be the 
cheapest, costing $18,525,000. It would 2xtend from the Bridge 
Terminal to the Twin Peaks tunnel and this design by city engineers 
bears no resemblance to the eyesore “relics of the past” of some 
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The subway route proposed in- 
cluded a Market-st subway to the 
Twin Peaks tunnel, then utilizing 
the existing track to West Portal 
with surface streetcar operation 
therefrom over the present Tara- 
val, Ingleside and Ocean View 
car lines. 

Such a line, Mills said, “should 
be thoroughly adequate for the 
foreseeable future to carry all the 
passengers that the West-of-Twin 
Peaks District, the uew districts 
around Lake Merced and south of 
the county line are likely to pro- 
duee.” 

The elevated proposal also calls 
for a Market-st line, then through 
the Twin Peaks tunnel and then on 
the existing surface lines west and 
south of the tunnel. 

Elevated stations, to be con- 
structed at the Bridge terminal 
and on Market-st, would be 
equipped with escalators and could 
be connected with second-floor 
levels of large stores. 

Monorail transit would serve 
substantially the same area, but 
hanging the monorail in the 
tunnel would be costly, the report 
said. 

Because speed is essential, the 
number of stations should be held 
to a minimum, the report recom- 
mended, if this system is adopted. 
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